Maya Pictures Bios

Moctesuma Esparza, award-winning filmmaker, producer, entrepreneur, and social activist, is well known for his contribution to the movie industry and his commitment to providing access and opportunities for Latinos in Hollywood. For the past 30 years, Moctesuma has produced distinguished films and television programs including : Selena, Introducing Dorothy Dandridge; Gettysburg; Cisco Kid; The Price of Glory; Selma, Lord Selma; The Ballad of Gregorio Cortez; and The Milagro Beanfield War among many others.

He is the founder of Maya Pictures, a production company dedicated to the production of films reflecting the American Latino experience.  Maya Pictures is currently in production with WALKOUT, an HBO original film directed by Edward James Olmos based on actual events, which occurred in 1968 in five East LA high schools. 

In addition to producing films, Moctesuma is creating a chain of state of the art movie theater megaplexes, Maya Cinemas. The first 14- screen theater in the projected chain of thirty opened recently in Salinas, California.  

Moctesuma also serves on the boards of numerous community organizations including the Latino Theater Company, UCLA School of Theater, the Claremont University Consortium and he is a Trustee of the California State University system. He is the founder of a new charter school, the Los Angeles Academy of Arts and Enterprise, which will open in LA in Fall 2006.

Higher Ground Entertainment

Production Team Bios

Danny Haro

Director/Executive Producer
Danny Haro holds a B.A. from Boston University in History/Latin American studies and a Law Degree from Antioch School of Law in Washington D.C. He was the Executive Producer of two award-winning plays, The Last Angry Brown Hat and Veteranos: A Legacy of Valor.  His Director credit includes A Witness for the Prosecution funded by the City of Los Angeles’ District Attorney’s Office and is currently being used in the California court systems. His Producer credits include Lives in Hazard for NBC, and It Ain’t Love, which aired on CINEMAX. Currently, he is a founding member of Higher Ground Entertainment and working to develop the feature film on Pancho Gonzalez.

Ernesto Quintero

Producer
Ernesto Quintero received his B.A. from Cal State University, Northridge in the fall of ‘93, where he majored in Speech Communication with an emphasis in Marketing and Sales.  Mr. Quintero began producing in the spring of ‘94 when he staged his own fashion show, A Stage of Passion.  This theatrical extravaganza, combining two art forms, the world of fashion and theater, was a big turning point in Quintero’s career.  Among other producing offers, he was asked to produce The Last Angry Brown Hat, which later that year began its 55 city national tour.  He later partnered with Four Brown Hats Entertainment (FBHE) as the producer for the company.  With FBHE, Mr. Quintero received a producer award for the multimedia musical Veteranos: A Legacy of Valor. Both productions toured and made their mark at the Smithsonian Museum of American History in Washington D.C.  Currently, he is a founding member of Higher Ground Entertainment working to develop the feature film on Pancho Gonzalez, and directing a documentary with Judy Baca on the Great Wall of Los Angeles, the largest mural in the United States.

Nick Athas

Director/Producer
Nick Athas began his motion picture career as Associate Producer and Marketing Director for the highly touted films Dominick and Eugene, The Ballad of Gregorio Cortez, Triumph of the Spirit, and American Me.  While these films were commercial entertainment in nature, each has an unusually high educational component and is often used in schools and institutions at all different levels.  Mr. Athas supervised the study guides written for Dominick and Eugene and The Triumph of the Spirit and has written extensively on film and social issues.  He was the producer of the documentary feature films Lives in Hazard, It Ain’t Love and Americanos: Latino Life in the United States, which premiered on NBC and HBO.  He also directed the educational campaigns for these films, which reached thousands of young people with a message of tolerance and hope.  This work included forums and workshops throughout the country.  He has many years’ experience working directly in social issues.  In addition to his professional duties, he is volunteering with UNICEF, Heal the World Foundation, Hispanic Education and Media Group, and the Foundation for Advancement in Science and Education.

Anna Araujo

Writer/Producer
Anna Araujo is a graduate of UCLA in Psychology, Ms. Araujo has been working in the television for 18 years, the last 14 years for NBC 4.  She is known for her work with non-profit entities.  Her Public Service announcements and Educational Campaigns have received several awards and she offers production to non-profit entities in need of documentary-style presentation videos, primarily used for fundraising and awareness campaigns.

Joe Rico

Writer
Known for his ability to cover a wide spectrum of news reports from humorous human-interest stories to hard-hitting feature pieces, Joe Rico has won three prestigious Emmy Awards, four Los Angeles Press Club Awards and a Golden Mike for best feature reporting.  A graduate of California State University at Northridge, Rico was part of the NBC4 News Team for 20 years and is currently a producer at “ 9 On the Town.”   

Jorge Luis Gonzalez

Graphic Arts Director
Jorge Luis Gonzalez began his career in the arts at a young age as a graffiti artist based in Los Angeles.  He later studied traditional oil painting at Peru’s Museo de Arte and returned to the US with a newfound interest in film and writing.  He has since created various experimental short films, a PSA for the Alzheimer’s Association, and an album cover for Blue Note records.  Largely self-taught, he has translated his skills to the digital realm and is currently working on animations for “ The 201st Squadron – The Forgotten Eagles,” a documentary about the Mexican fighter pilots of World War II. 

John Avila

Music Director
After 20 years as lead guitarist of Oingo Boingo, he continued on his musical career by performing and producing in numerous engagements all over Los Angeles.  He is currently teaching music at Citrus College, scoring films, and producing music on a daily basis.

